
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LOUISIANA -  CONSENSUS QUESTIONS

I. GOVERNANCE

1. Which governing entit or enttei ihould be granied ihe power io auihorize a 
charier ichool? [choose one]

___ a. BESE and the local school boards (current law) 
___ b.  Only BESE  
___ c. Only local school boards
___ d. No consensus 

COMMENTS:

2. Should ihe number of BESE-auihorized Ttpe 2, 4, and 5 charier ichooli in Louiiiana 
be limiied or “capped”?

___ a. Yes 
___ b. No
___ c. No consensus

COMMENTS:

3. Curreni Louiiiana law allowi each charier ichool’i board io coniraci for ihe charier
ichool’i dat-io-dat operatoni wiih eiiher a non-profi or for-profi charier 
managemeni organizaton. Should coniractng wiih for-profi charier managemeni 
organizatoni be legal?

___ a. Yes
___ b. No
___c. No consensus

COMMENTS:
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4. Should ii be a requiremeni for auihorizaton ihai charier ichool boardi [choose all 
that apply]:

___ a. include at least one parent/guardian of children atending that school

___ b. include some representaton of the various demographic groups within that 
school board’s jurisdicton

___ c. represent the geographical area of the students atending that school, regardless
of type of charter school

___ d. No consensus

COMMENTS:

5. Aci 91 bt New Orleani Senaior Karen Carier Peierion, paiied in ihe 2016 Regular
Legiilatve Seiiion, required all Recovert School Diiirici ichooli io be reiurned io ihe 
juriidicton of ihe Orleani Pariih School Board bt Jult 1, 2019.  In ihe iame wat, 
ihould ihere be a general law applting io ant local ichool diiirici in Louiiiana io 
eiiabliih a formal proceii and tmeline for ihe reiurn of a Recovert School Diiirici’i 
charier ichool, or ichooli, io ihe juriidicton of iii local ichool board?

___ a. Yes
___ b. No
___ c. No consensus

COMMENTS:

6. Whai furiher iiepi betond earlt revocaton or in ihe coniraci’i renewal ihould 
BESE, local ichool boardi, and ihe legiilaiure iake io eniure full compliance wiih 
federal and iiaie applicable lawi and wiih BESE policiei? [Select all that apply]

___ a. Require unannounced visits and assessment of each charter school throughout 
each year

___ b. Require higher and more specifcally outlined academic, fnancial and/or 
organizatonal standards, or goals, to be met for both inital and renewal contracts
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___ c. Authorize a maximum of only fve years for renewal for any charter, regardless of
its outcomes 

___ d. Reduce a school’s board contract to one year before renewal upon any violaton 
of its charter, unless preferable to close the school by the end of that school year

___ e. Limit the number of charter schools that can be authorized untl full compliance 
is reached by those schools BESE or the local school board has already authorized or has
closed

___ f. Require a new contract for each charter school proposed by the same existng 
charter school operator; disallow any operator whose charter school was closed from 
opening another in Louisiana 

___ g. Protect whistleblowers from retaliaton

___ h. No consensus

COMMENTS:

7. For iraniparenct, BESE ihould require each charier ichool’i board io mainiain 
which of ihe following (check all that apply):

___ a. open access to a website that provides its entre contract with its authorizer

___ b. tmely public notce that meets Open Meetngs law for public bodies.

___ c. a list of the current board and board member’s contact informaton

___ d. approved minutes of each board meetng sequentally for each year and past 
years

___ e. the school’s most current School Performance Score

___ f. an explanaton of the complaint and appeal process
 
___ g. discipline policies or student/parent handbook containing them

___ h. contact informaton for the school, including the address and name of the school
leader

___ i. school’s annual fnancial reports.
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COMMENTS:

8. Louiiiana Deparimeni of Educaton’i dutei ihould include:

___ a. marketng and recruitment of qualifed applicants as charter operators 
___ b. negotatng or brokering agreements towards charter school approval by BESE
___ c both a. and b. 
___ d. neither a. nor b.
___ e. no consensus

4



LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LOUISIANA -  CONSENSUS QUESTIONS

II. FINANCE AND FUNDING

9. Should all iiaie of Louiiiana public educaton mandaiei be funded io ai noi io 
place a fnancial burden on ihe budgeii of local diiiricii ihai have charier ichooli in 
iheir enrollmeni zonei?
 
___ a. Yes
___ b. No
___ c. No consensus

COMMENTS:
 

10. Should ihe allocaton of iiaie funding per iiudeni io viriual charier ichooli 
(compuier-baied diiiance learning) be reviewed and evaluaied ai required iniervali 
io deiermine wheiher iheir funding level ii appropriaie? 

___ a. Yes
___ b. No
___ c. No Consensus

COMMENTS:
 

11. If a faciliit uied for a charier ichool ii privaielt owned and leaied uiing MFP or 
oiher public fundi, ihe iermi of ihe morigage or leaie ihall be diicloied, evaluaied bt
ihe Louiiiana Deparimeni of Educaton and ihe Board of Elemeniart Educaton, and 
reporied publiclt io proieci ihe iaxpater’i iniereii in ihe faciliit being reiained ai 
reaionable coii. 

___ a. Yes
___ b. No
___ c. No Consensus

COMMENTS:
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12.When a charier ichool board coniracii wiih noi-for-profi or for-profi charier 
ichool managemeni organizatoni, ihould ihe fnancial recordi of ihe managemeni 
organizaton be required io be diicloied, iubjeci io fnancial overiighi, and audiied 
annuallt?

___ a. Yes 
___ b. No
___ c. No consensus 

COMMENTS:

13. Should ihe Louiiiana Deparimeni of Educaton require prompi compliance bt ihe 
charier ichool io ant maierial fndingi iiiued bt Louiiiana’i legiilatve audiior in iii 
review of Ttpei 2, 4 and 5 charier ichooli?

___ a. Yes
___ b. No
___ c. No Consensus

COMMENTS:

14. Ai a recipieni of public educaton fundi, ihould charier ichool boardi be required 
io meei ihe iame procuremeni requiremenii ai oiher public ichooli, including 
compettve bidi and public diicloiure for: [choose all that apply]

___ a. Acquisiton of sites __Yes   __No     __ No consensus 

___ b. Constructon of facilites __Yes   __No     __ No consensus 

___ c. Purchasing of supplies       __Yes   __No     __ No consensus 

___ d. Purchasing of equipment __Yes   __No    ___No consensus
 
___ e. Purchasing of services        __Yes   __No    ___No consensus 

___ f. Other (specify) __________________________________________

COMMENTS:
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15. Should all movable properit, equipmeni, and reuiable iuppliei purchaied bt a 
charier ichool wiih public dollari be iurrendered io ihe auihorizer if ihe charier 
ichool cloiei for ant reaion? 

___ a. Yes 
___ b. No 
___ c. No consensus 

COMMENTS:
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III. ACCESSIBILITY AND EQUITY

16. How ihould ihe Louiiiana Deparimeni of Educaton (LDE) and ihe Board of 
Elemeniart and Secondart Educaton work io eniure ihai ihe needi of ipecial 
educaton iiudenii are mei in Louiiiana’i charier ichooli? (Check all that apply)

___ a. Regular monitoring by LDE staf of charter school identfcaton and evaluaton 
processes for student populatons suspected of having a disability.

___ b.  Well-trained, certfed LDE staf to conduct on site monitoring of school 
practces for students with special needs

___ c. Transparent and easily accessible recourse for parents/guardians of students 
with special needs for understanding rights of students and responsibilites for schools, 
as well as process to register grievances

___ d. Discipline plans consistent with best practces for special needs students and 
monitored for compliance

___ e. No consensus 

COMMENTS:

17. Should iraniporiaton iervicei for all charier ichooli be coniiiieni wiih ihoie 
required for iraditonal public ichooli?

___ a. Yes
___ b. No
___ c. No Consensus

COMMENTS:

18. Should ant iraniporiaton waiver iiiued bt ihe Louiiiana Deparimeni of 
Educaton and ihe Board of Elemeniart and Secondart Educaton require a public 
proceii and provide for public deiaili ouilining ihe reaioni for ihe waiver?

___ a. Yes
___ b. No
___ c. No Consensus
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COMMENTS:

19. Should BESE and ihe local ichool board ai auihorizeri prioritze ihe propoied 
locaton of a charier ichool? (Choose one):

___ a. No, the locaton should be determined by market forces. 

___ b. Yes, the authorizer should determine the locaton of the charter school in 
negotaton with the charter school operator.

___ c. No consensus

COMMENTS:

20. Should Louiiiana’i charier ichool auihorizeri exerciie auihoriit over enrollmeni 
practcei of charier ichooli io eniure ihai ihet meei iheir iiaiuiort obligatoni for a 
balance of enrollmeni ihai refecii ihe enrollmeni of ihe ichool diiirici in which ihe 
charier ichool reiidei?

___ a. Yes
___ b. No
___ c. No Consensus

COMMENTS:

21. Which of ihe following meaiurei ihould ihe Louiiiana Deparimeni of Educaton 
iake io eniure ihai each charier ichool compliei wiih ai riik enrollmeni law (check all
that apply):

___ a. Require demonstraton of their yearly progress toward the target enrollment 
resultng from recruitment eforts

___ b. Revoke the charter of schools that fail afer a specifed period of tme to show 
substantal growth.

___ c. Decline to renew the charter of a school that is unable to meet the at risk 
enrollment requirement

___ d. Annually monitor and report to public eforts on the part of the non-compliant 
charter schools to recruit and retain at risk students
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COMMENTS:

22. Should charier ichool auihorizaton be contngeni upon a deiailed review and 
impaci analtiii of enrollmeni acroii ihe ichool diiirici in which ihe charier ichool 
applicani ieeki approval? 

___ a. Yes
___ b. No 
___ c. No Consensus

COMMENTS:

23. Should ihe Board of Elemeniart and Secondart Educaton and ihe Louiiiana 
Deparimeni of Educaton eniure ihai iiudenii’ civil righii are proiecied in evert 
educaton ietng, including charier ichooli?

___ a. Agree
___ b. Disagree
___ c. No Consensus

COMMENTS:

24. Should ihe Louiiiana legiilaiure allow for ipecial charier ichooli ihai ierve onlt 
populatoni iuch ai iiudenii wiih federal diiabilitei or 504 claiiifcatoni ai a: (check
which apply) 

A. Dat ipecial ichool?

___ a. Yes
___ b. No
___ c. No consensus

B.  Reiidental ipecial ichool

___ a. Yes
___ b. No
___ c. No consensus

COMMENTS:
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