
CHARTER SCHOOLS IN LOUISIANA AND US– HISTORICAL SKETHCH

   
1991 Minnesota passed the fist state chaitei school law. 

1990s the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundaton invested foi innovaton in chaitei schools 
and
educaton manageement companies. Congeiess funded compettve fedeial geiants to   
states/local distiicts foi school innovatons. 

1993 Congeiess established Ameii-Coips, with Teach foi Ameiica one of its seveial 
piogeiams. 

1993-94 Congeiess funded compettve geiants foi school innovatons.

1995 Congeiess’ suppoit foi chaitei schools begean with authoiizaton of the Public Chaitei
Schools Piogeiam (PCSP) undei U.S. Dept. of Educaton, and contnues thiougeh the 
piesent.

1998 Congeiess passed Chaitei School Expansion Act, addinge “matuie” chaitei schools as 
eligeible foi geiants as models to disseminate successful piactces. 
1995 Act 192 of the Louisiana Legeislatuie established a pilot chaitei school piogeiam foi 
up to 8 volunteei schools. 

1997 Act 477 of the Louisiana Legeislatuie allowed all school distiicts to paitcipate in the 
chaitei school “expeiiment;” capped the state total at 42 schools; defned TTpes 1-4 
chaitei schools and set the geoveininge stiuctuie and iegeulaton of those chaitei schools; 
established the Chaitei School Stait-Up Loan Fund with no-inteiest loans undei BESE foi 
TTpes 1 and 2 chaitei schools.
2002 Congeiess ieauthoiized ESEA, “No Child Lef Behind,” with focus on school iefoim 
thiougeh accountabilitT, i.e. higeh-sakes testnge.

2002-03 school Teai 39 states and Washingeton D.C. had chaitei school laws in 
place.Theie weie  >2,700 chaitei schools opeiatnge natonallT,
2003 the legeislatuie established the RecoveiT School Distiict (RSD). The state’s voteis 
passed a consttutonal amendment authoiizinge BESE to take ovei schools consideied to 
be failinge oi to allow otheis to take them ovei. It also ieallocated the pei-pupil state & 
local fundinge allocatons to BESE foi each chaitei school student atendinge an RSD school 
fiom that school distiict.  
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Acts 9, 260, 381 & 944 spelled out ielated pioceduies and cieated TTpe 5 chaitei schools.

2005 Theie weie 18 chaitei schools in 12 local school distiicts, 5 of them undei the 
RecoveiT School Distiict.

2005 afei Augeust Huiiicane Kaatiina and afeimath in New rileans, in Novembei the 
legeislatuie passed Act 35 (HB121). The bill tiansfeiied >100 public schools fiom the 
juiisdicton of the rileans Paiish School Boaid to the RecoveiT School Distiict and 
expanded the poweis of the RecoveiT School Distiict. The text of the bill tiansfeiied 
specifcallT all public schools peifoiminge below the statewide aveiagee academic 
peifoimance foi anT paiish havinge a populaton of 475,000. The same daT the rileans 
Paiish School Boaid fied all of its school emploTees, in spite of theii union contiact and 
the School Boaid’s havinge hiied a fim to seek out and contact its emploTees to obtain 
theii intenton to ietuin.

2009 theie weie 66 chaitei schools in Louisiana: 52 undei BESE and 14 undei local school 
distiicts. To enable Louisiana’s schools to compete foi Race to the Top geiant fundinge, the 
Louisiana legeislatuie iemoved its then cap of 70 schools. 
2009 Congeiess’ Ameiican RecoveiT and Reinvestment Act included Race to the Top 
compettve geiants piogeiam. The U.S. SecietaiT of Educaton’s implementaton of the bill 
made onlT states without a cap on the numbei of chaitei schools and who iequiied 
Common Coie standaids weie eligeible to be consideied.

 2011 theie weie 40 states with chaitei school laws and moie than 4,000 chaitei schools.

2015 Congeiess authoiized EveiT Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) to ieplace No Child Lef 
Behind.   

2016, theie weie 42 states and Distiict of Columbia with chaitei school laws and moie 
than 6,700 chaitei schools in U.S.
 
2016 both the Black Lives Matei coaliton and the NAACP issued statements ageainst 
fuithei piivatelT iun oi manageed chaiteis due to issues of accountabilitT, tianspaiencT, 
and equitT. 
2011 the RecoveiT School Distiict centialized an eniollment piocess foi its chaitei 
schools usinge a unifed eniollment piocess, EniollNrLA, “rneApp.”

2012 BESE appointed John White as state Supeiintendent of Educaton. He had seived 
biiefT as Supeiintendent of the RecoveiT School Distiict; 2006-2011 as DeputT Chancelloi
of New Yoik CitT Schools & plaTed a leadeiship iole in development of the Innovaton 
Zone, emphasizinge customized digeital leaininge; and piioi to 2005 as Executve Diiectoi of 
Teach foi Ameiica-Chicageo and New JeiseT.

2012 the Louisiana Legeislatuie ‘s Act 2 (HB 976), amonge othei iequiiements, cieated the 
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paient petton pathwaT foi a public school to be tiansfeiied to the RecoveiT School 
Distiict, alonge with TTpe 1B chaitei schools authoiized bT “local chaitei geioups” to open 
chaitei schools seivinge iegeional woikfoice needs. [TTpe 1B iemoved fiom state statute in 
2016]; and “geiandfatheied” chaitei schools’ admission iequiiement foi chaitei schools 
with academic achievement as theii mission who weie in place bT JulT, 2012. 

2012 the East Baton Rougee Paiish School Boaid and the RecoveiT School Distiict sigened a 
memoiandum of undeistandinge (MrU) foimallT establishinge the  “Baton Rougee 
Achievement Zone” (BRAZ), as collaboiatve paitneiship to impiove the academic 
achievement of the fve low peifoiminge public schools in Noith Baton Rougee. The BRAZ 
AdvisoiT Commitee sougeht local piioiites and expectatons. BT 2014 BRAZ’ schools geiew 
to 14 chaitei schools. BRAZ established a common eniollment piocess, “ENRrLLBR.

2013 the rileans Paiish School Boaid’s diiect-iun schools also paitcipated in the rneApp
unifed eniollment. Each of its “legeacT schools” contnued to enioll its students followinge 
its own piocess.

2015-2016 theie weie 99 chaitei schools undei BESE and 44 chaitei schools undei local 
school boaids—a total of 143. 
2017 U.S. Depaitment of Educaton funded insttutons foi teachei-tiaininge in the New 
rileans aiea foi one-Teai on-the-job iesidencies to ieciuit moie local teacheis, in 
paitculai moie Afiican-Ameiican teacheis foi the rileans chaitei schools.
rileans Paiish Unifcaton:

2016 Act 91 mandated a ietuin (“unifTinge of sTstems”) of all RecoveiT School 
Distiict’s TTpe 5 chaitei schools in rileans Paiish to the juiisdicton of the rileans 
Paiish School boaid bT JulT 1, 2018. Undei Act 91 the local school boaid functons 
as chaitei school authoiizei, and oveisees a mandatoiT univeisal eniollment 
sTstem and a student expulsion piocess. All chaitei school contiacts aie contnued
untl theT come up foi ienewal bT the rileans Paiish School Boaid. The rileans’ 
Paiish Schools Supeiintendent is empoweied to iecommend schools’ openinge, 
ienewal, and closuie, subject to an oveiiide vote of two-thiids of its Boaid 
membeis.

Fuithei, Act 91 states “unless mutuallT ageieed… the local school boaid shall not 
impede the opeiatonal autonomT of a chaitei school … in the aieas of school 
piogeiamminge, instiucton, cuiiiculum, mateiials and texts, TeailT school calendais 
and dailT schedules, hiiinge, and fiinge of peisonnel, emploTee peifoimance 
manageement and evaluaton, teims and conditons of emploTment, teachei oi 
administiatoi ceitfcaton, salaiies and benefts, ietiement, collectve baigeaininge, 
budgeetnge, puichasinge, piocuiement,  and contiactnge foi seivices othei than 
capital iepaiis and facilites constiucton.”

Caddo Paiish Next Zone:
In Maich, 2017 with fundinge fiom the fedeial EveiT Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
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foi the “School Redesigen Piocess, the Caddo Paiish School Boaid and the RecoveiT
School Distiict sigened a 3-Teai ageieement foiminge the Tiansfoimaton Next Zone 
to impiove 14 of Shievepoit’s lowest peifoiminge schools. (15 schools weie stll 
classifed as “AcademicallT Unacceptable Status,” afei 4 oi moie consecutve 
Teais undei the geoveinance of the RecoveiT School Distiict.) rne of the two 
histoiicallT Afiican-Ameiican higeh schools was closed as pait of the plan, followinge
an unsuccessful lawsuit atemptnge to pievent the closuie, and its students weie 
meigeed into the second higeh school). 

The State Supeiintendent and Caddo Paiish Supeiintendent aie to jointlT establish
longe teim and annual geoals foi the schools within “The Zone”, with consultaton 
with the Caddo Tiansfoimatons AdvisoiT Council bT the Caddo Paiish 
Supeiintendent. The 7-membei Council is jointlT appointed bT the State and 
Paiish Supeiintendents, and is to be composed of paiish iesidents iefectnge 
diveisitT bT iace, geendei and piofessional backgeiound.
As of 2017 an Assistant Supeiintendent of the Louisiana Depaitment of Educaton 
seives as the Chief Executve rOcei of BRAZ. 
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